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IN MEMORIAM HENRYK GORECKI

Performance Notes

The Polish composer Henryk Mikolaj Gérecki died on Friday, November 12, 2010. I first became
acquainted with his work as a teenager when a very cool friend of mine handed me a cassette tape. My friend
said that this was all the rage in Britain, even making it onto the billboard charts. I looked at the case, titled
Symphony No.3, with a composer's name that didn't match my friend's pronunciation. This now-famous
recording unveiled a well-established European composer to millions of music fans in Britain and North
America. Gorecki is now widely recognized as a composer of great significance for our age. His musical style
shrugged off the overbearing trends of avant-garde music in the 1960's, creating a new sound often called
sacred minimalism. Typical is his use of simple melodic fragments that repeat and build at a very gradual
pace, with great emotional directness. The new work, In Memoriam Henryk Gorecki, is my tribute to this

composer who has had an enormous influence on me and the world of classical music.

November 20, 2010

Chris Meyer
Orchestration
Violins I, II
Violas
Cellos
Basses
Performances
Friday, November 26, 2010 Sunday, February 26, 2012
at Central United Church, Stratford, Ontario at the Toronto Centre for the Performing Arts
with Jerome Summers conducting with Danielle Lisboa conducting
the Stratford Symphony Orchestra Orchestra Toronto

Timing

Approximately 7 minutes
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Dedicated with gratitude to the Stratford Symphony Orchestra

Adagio con espressione .
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